DESIGIN
products & trends: outdoor furniture

Virserius Studio seamlessly brings the
indoors outdoors with new collection

Blurred Lines

B Srewpe €, O'Conmon

t's been sald a dasigning eye can transform even the most mundana object Info

something deslred, sa It'e no surpries that hotele might clamor for the TVD Rooftop
CoBaction of outdoor furnture created by Theress Virserus and Virssriua Studi.

in & produet line usually coneldered largely for Hts durabllity, Virserius has
brought that aspect together with 2 modem design aesthetlc that could place
the Rooftop Collection pleces inskde the trendlest of urban lofts—somsthing, the
denlgnsr admittad, givea the collsction graat flsxdblllty.

“¥When dealgning thiz collection, we wanted to take the Indoor feal and bring i
outdoara, but In an eclactic way. Quidoor collsctiona are alther vary tradiional or
vary contemporary, but we warrtsd to creats something in betwsan. Bacause time
la always of the essence with profects, flexibllity was Important, too. We wanted
pleces that could be used anywhere for a varety of hotel spaces, where simply
changing a fabric could change the mood or direction very easily,” said Virserius.

She also wanted the TVD Raoitep Callaction to be vary accesslble t both con-
sumers and other Interlor deslgners. “Knowing the fast-paced environment that we
all face, the Idea was to create something thoughtfully designed for thoee "OMG,
we nasd something now' moments. We wanted this to be the lins to trn to without
compromieing individual design adjustments, eince the collection can be custom-
Ized to fit specific dimensional space while atlll looking smart. That I8 what we all
look for when In crunch mode,” sakd the Naw York Clty-based deslgnar.

The callection, which Includas seating, a coffes tabls and acceszores, Is made
from resin crafted to resemble wicker and designed to withstand the slements.
Bright paps of color enhanca ths collsction, such aa tha modsm color combinetion
featured on the sofa, which measures 102 In. wide x 38 in. deep x 26 In. high.

Virseriua sald golng from protetype to productlon was “a process,” taking
about 12 montha “ta gat It Aght." Bimllady, whan chooaing materals, basides
being weatharproof, she also wantsd to ansurs thay mat the design plan.

"We wanted a residentlal feel, something you can plop Into and hang out In
but, architacturally, we warted to show the atructure of tha plecas sinca thay
are very ‘Eiffal-ish’ [based an the skeletal structure of tha Eiffel Towar], and than
have the structure finished In a contrasting color,” sald Yirserlus, who also main-
talne a Parie office overseen by her eleter, Regina.

Howswer, she strassad, form and functon ars squally Impartant, aspacially
when craating samething new.

“For me, one doasn't come before the ather; they're both Important. Flexibility
Is kery, aspaclally In a hotsl satting—le., are the materials durabls and opera-
tional? As designers, we also make considerations for the hotsl patrons and the
weather, etc. For exampile, In our latest project, the Carlbe Hitton In Puerte Rica,
we had to be conscious of the materials used because of the salt, wind and sun
there. But, tha places alsa had to fit and be aeathetically pleasing.”

At the Carlbe Hilton, the designer added two plecea to the TVD Roctiop

Struotural elementa
ars highlighted In

eaoh plece of the TYD
Rooftop Collaction.

For example, the sofa
frame ls composed of
a durmble, waterproof
reain made to reasmbie
wicker. Cushlon and
pllows ara In assorted

Collection: a chalee longue and cocktall table. “But, then we mixed them up
with pleces fram thres other callectians ta creats & mare-layersd effect and to
blur the lines betwesn [ndoor and autdacr,” she sald.

As far as what hotel owners and guests are looking for In terme of "an exper-
snce” with outdoar furniture, Virserlus felt the gaal on the guest sids I to have
& "completaly unigue expsrlence ta charfsh when they return home. Ownars
wart to provide that sxperience. You travel to go away and have something
differert. The key Is to make guests fasl good, welcome and comfortabls, 3o
they aiways want ta return.”

She added sustainabllity also |3 Important, not only from an awaraneas stand-
polnt, but from a financlal standpolnt aa wall.

“For axample, at our upzcaming proj-
acts In South Afrlca for Blg Easy Wine
and Grll and the axecutlve lounges at
the Durban Hilton, all of the pisces are
being locally sourced. it has been a
learning experlance. You have to think
about the local resources available.
It craates an economy by praviding
lobe and aleo & sense of pride and
cammunity around a project as
waell,” she sald.

Tha designer noted warking with
a varlaty of projects demandes that
sach racalve s own approach.
“Each project we work with has
Hs own character, catering to dif-
ferant guasts with different sxpac-
tations. That affects things. What
warks one place may not wark
asomawhsra else. Thaaa propartisa
have parsonality, and that's what
we design for," she sald.

Intarastingly, the “parsanality™ sx-
uded by Virsarius Studio’s purdaor
furniture collecon has checked a
lot of deselgn boxes for at least one
global maga-chaln, accarding to
the dasigner, who sald part of the
TVD HRooftop Collection became
the brand standard for outdoor fur-
niturs for Hilton In 2015. "So we ara
vary proud of that.”
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waterproof reein,
the dining ohalr
features & cushion
that's avallabis [
=n assortment of
Sunbralia fabrics.

Sunbrella fabrice,
allowing for versatiiity
besed on the nesds

of a project.
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